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BEGIN SUMMARY. PRESIDENT BANZER' S ANNOUNCEMENT JUNE 22 OF THE 
FORTHCOMING " CONSTITUTIONALIZATION" OF THE COUNTRY IS 1974 
WAS RECEIVED WITH ENTHUSIASM IN ALL MAJOR SECTORS OF PUBLIC 
OPINION. POLITICAL PARTY LEADERS, PARTICULARLY THOSE OUTSIDE 
THE FPN, QUALIFIED THEIR SUPPORT FOR AN ELECTORAL SOLUTION 
WITH REQUESTS SUCH AS REFORM OF THE ELECTORAL LAW, A 
GENERAL AMNESTY AND THE NAMING OF A MILITARY CABINET TO 
ENSURE FAIR ELECTIONS. END SUMMARY. 

1. INITIAL REACTION TO PRESIDENT BANZER 1 S JUNE 22 ANNOUNCEMENT 
OF THE " CONSTITUTIONALIZATION" OF THE COUNTRY IN 1974 HAS 
BEEN HIGHLY FAVORABLE IN ALL MAJOR SECTORS OF PUBLIC OPINION. 
THE ENTHUSIASTIC RECEPTION GIVEN TO THE PRESIDENT’ S STATEMENT 
RESULTED, IN PART, FROM THE SURPRISE NATURE OF THE ELECTORAL 
SOLUTION; PRIOR TO THE SPEECH, MOST POLITICAL OBSERVERS 
HAS ESTIMATED THAT A RETURN TO NORMAL POLITICAL ACTIVITY AND 
ELECTIONS WAS AT LEAST TWO YEARS AWAY. 
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2. POLITICAL LEADERS OF THE VARIOUS PARTIES AND FACTIONS 
RECEIVED THE ANNOUNCEMENT WITH UNIFORM APPROVAL. LEADERS 
OF NON- FPN PARTIES TENDED, HOWEVER, TO ADD CONDITIONS TO 
THEIR SUPPORT FOR THE PROPOSED ELECTIONS TO BE HELD IN 1974. 

THUS, BENIAMIN MIGUEL, LEADER OF THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC 
PARTY ( PDC), GAVE STRONG BACKING TO THE NEED FOR ELECTIONS, 

BUT ADDED HIS VIEW THAT THREE FUNDAMENTAL PRECONDITIONS 
MUST BE RFAT.I7.RD BEFORE ELECTIONS CAN BE HELD: (1) A 
GENERAL POLITICAL AMNESTY; (2) FORMULATION OF A NEW 
ELECTORAL LAW; AND (3) THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ELECTORAL BOARD 
UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE POLITICAL PARTIES. CARLOS VAL VERDE 
BARBERY, SELF- PROCLAIMED " CHIEF" OF THE FSB, ALSO SUPPORTED 
THE PRESIDENT' S ELECTORAL PLAN WHILE PROPOSING THE 
INTRODUCTION OF REFORMS TO THE CURRENT ELECTORAL LAW. 

JAIME ARELLANO CASTENEDA, LEADER OF A DISSIDENT FACTION OF THE 
MNR, FURTHER PROPOSED THE FORMATION OF A MILITARY CABINET 
TO GUARANTEE THE NEUTRALITY OF THE GOVERNMENT IN THE 
ELECTORAL PROCESS. FROM BUENOS AIRES, EX- PRESIDENT JUAN JOSE 
TORRES ALSO REQUESTED A TOTAL POLITICAL AMNESTY " IF BANZER 
IS SINCERELY INTERESTED IN CONSTITUTIONALIZING THE COUNTRY." 

AMONT THE OTHER PARTY LEADERS WHO HAVE ANNOUNCED THEIR SUPPORT 
FOR THE PROPOSED " CONSTITUTIONALIZATION" PROCESS ARE 
ALBERTO CRESPO GUTIERREZ ( PSD), MARIO G. RODRIGUEZ AND 
GERMAN VARGAS MARTINEZ ( PIR), EDMUNDO VASQUEZ ( PURS), 

VICTOR HUGO QUINTEROS ( PRA), VICTOR HOZ DE VILA ( PRB) 

AND RUBEN ARIAS ALVIS ( PUNB). 
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